




Kibena’s grandmother had a new smartphone! She wanted to use it to look at savings accounts online. 
But figuring out how to use the phone was tricky, so Kibena came to help.



The website stated that 500,000 shillings in a savings account at 5 per cent interest would become 
more than 70 million shillings in 100 years. Kibena did the math to show that it was true. Bibi 
reminded Kibena that you have to wait patiently for the interest to add up.



Kibena dreamed about having enough money to buy books and start a library. But Kibena’s 
grandmother stopped her daydreaming, asking her to buy a bag of flour. Kibena persuaded Kibena’s 
grandmother to let her take the smartphone with her.



After buying the flour, Kibena ran home. Her eyes were glued to the screen of the phone. Suddenly, 
there was a ‘BUMP’! She had tripped over a rock and bumped into Tiny Tembo, who was standing on 
his head!



Tiny Tembo got down from his headstand and reached out his trunk to look at the smartphone. “It’s 
both a phone and a computer!” Kibena explained excitedly. “It can access the internet!” “Internet?!” 
asked Tiny Tembo. “What’s that?”



“I don’t know what the internet is...,” said Kibena, “but look at all the cool pictures and videos it 
holds.” The phone made a BEEP and Kibena opened the incoming message.



There was a picture of a tree covered in money: THE KOKOTOA MONEY TREE.



Kibena didn’t believe the picture, but Tiny Tembo thought that if there was a money tree, Kiduchu 
ought to know. He tried to forward the message to Kiduchu, but his thick trunk accidentally pressed 
“SEND TO ALL CONTACTS.”



All of Kibena’s grandmother’s contacts received the message about the money tree.



Tiny Tembo wanted to find the money tree before all the money was gone, and Kibena agreed to 
help him look for it the following morning. Tiny Tembo headed down the path, fanning himself with a 
banana leaf, and singing a song about finding the money tree.



That afternoon the market was buzzing with talk about the money tree. Everyone had heard about it! 
Kiduchu didn’t believe it – she told Baraka that money didn’t grow on trees. But Baraka convinced her 
to go with him to look for it.



Soon the news had spread far and wide: on the internet, on TV, on the radio.



The next morning Kiduchu accompanied Baraka, and Kibena went with Tiny Tembo in search of the 
money tree. The two pairs of friends ran into each other in the misty forest. “What are you doing 
here?!” they asked each other.



Kibena and Tiny Tembo wondered how everyone had found out about the money tree. They realised 
the internet had spread the story far and wide. The four friends decided to look for the money tree 
together. After all, four Ubongo’s are better than one!



They came upon a clearing in the forest, with a tree surrounded by animals. The tree looked exactly 
like the money tree in the picture – but it had no money! Some of the animals were up in the tree, 
rummaging through the leaves.



Baraka searched the hollows of the tree trunk. Out popped Bundi, the owl. “This tree is my home,” 
Bundi said, “but I’m afraid there is no money on this tree.”



Kiduchu smiled fondly at her friends. “Hate to say ‘I told you so’,” she said. The kids all wondered how 
the animals had heard about the money tree – because few animals used smartphones…



Richie Rabbit explained: he had heard Tiny Tembo singing about the money tree! Mama Ndege 
told them about the ForestNet, the network that the animals use to pass on information quickly by 
communicating. She explained that ForestNet is not so different from the internet.



Mama Ndege saw a large spider web and used it to explain how the internet works. Like the strands 
of silk in a spider’s web, the internet connects computers, phones and other devices, to share videos, 
news, stories and more.



They decided to find out which method of sharing news is faster, internet or ForestNet. Kibena 
created a message explaining that “there is no money tree” and shared it through Kibena’s 
grandmother smartphone. At the same time, Richie Rabbit carried the same message through the 
forest pathways, as a messenger for ForestNet.



Uncle T arrived with the message from Kibena on his smartphone, but he didn’t believe it. But after 
Richie Rabbit shared his ForestNet message, Uncle T accepted that the money tree was not real. The 
internet was faster at spreading the message but Uncle T thought ForestNet was more trustworthy.



Mama Ndege explained why Uncle T believed the information from the ForestNet: animals take special 
care to pass on only trustworthy information. They know that information can spread quickly, even if 
it is not true. For important, true information, they signal by holding up a banana leaf.



“Ahh!” said Tiny Tembo. “I was fanning myself with a banana leaf as I sang about the money tree. 
That’s why Richie Rabbit thought I had important information.” Kiduchu was still confused. “How can 
you tell if information is true or false before you pass it on?”



The animals answered her in song: “Find out WHO did it come from? Who, who, who? Do we trust 
them? Think it through. Why did they write it? Why, why, why? Was the information shared to be 
helpful or nice?”



Kiduchu had an idea. She gathered Kibena and Baraka in a huddle, and they all whispered to each 
other, excitedly. They had a plan!



That afternoon, the three friends gathered at Kiduchu’s house. The others watched as Kiduchu typed 
on the smartphone: “Friends, remember to think about the information you receive before you share 
it! Check who wrote it, and think about why they wrote it.”



Baraka then called the hosts of the show on Kokotoa Radio. He asked the radio announcer, “who came 
up with the rumour of the money tree?” When the announcer could not answer, the kids reminded 
them to: “Find out who did it come from… think about it, do we trust them?”



The radio announcers were impressed. They asked all their listeners to call in and report on how they 
find out if information is true or false.



Kibena, Baraka and Kiduchu wanted to find out the answer to the first question in the song: WHO 
the Money Tree rumour came from. They went to an internet cafe and crowded around a computer. 
Kiduchu typed “Kokotoa Money Tree” into the search box and pressed SEARCH.



Lots of results appeared! “How do we tell which is true and which is false?” moaned Baraka.



Kiduchu found the answer. She located the original picture of the Money Tree on a website about 
financial literacy. The website said, “Money doesn’t just grow on trees: Why savings matter.” It was 
written by an international news agency, a trusted source.



Then they asked the second question -- WHY did they write it? They realised that the website was 
encouraging people to save money. The picture was to teach people that money DOES NOT grow on 
trees! The friends went to the forest clearing and posed for a photo in front of the tree.



The next morning, the headline in the newspaper read: “Kokotoa Kids Reveal the Truth Behind Money 
Tree Rumour.” Kibena’s grandmother saw her granddaughter’s photo as she read the newspaper. She 
was so proud of Kibena for reminding people to THINK before they share information!




